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Tourism as an instrument for 
Biodiversity Conservation and Socioeconomic Development

The Jordan Story



Wadi Rum Petra Jerash 



Eco-tourism  is  recognized as an 
expanding niche sector in the 
Jordan National Tourism 
Strategy



Largest nature reserve in Jordan. 320 sq 
km



Keeping visitors longer



Jordan is unusual

The national responsibility for biodiversity 
conservation  is delegated to an NGO

The Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature

Voluntary organization established in 1966

Elected Board of Directors & 320  staff



Saudi Arabia
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Jordan 

RSCN has 
seven 
protected 
areas so far, 
covering over 
1000 square 
kilometers
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Dana  Nature 
Reserve



Mujib

The Lowest Reserve on Earth

Mujib  Nature 
Reserve



Jebel Masuda 
Reserve







RSCN started developing tourism ventures in its 
protected areas in 1994

Helping Nature Helping People







²Ƙŀǘ aŀƪŜǎ w{/bΩǎ 9Ŏƻ-tourism Ventures Community Based?

100% local employment. 

Local communities are one of the major 

beneficiaries

RSCN consults and engages local 

communities in development



Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ w{/bΩǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜΚ

RSCN / Wild Jordan remains the driving force in tourism development 

Local communities do not own or independently manage RSCNôs tourism 

facilities and operations.  

RSCN limits and controls the operation of local community enterprises 

within  protected areas for conservation reasons

RSCN / Wild Jordan takes the leading role in marketing protected areas as 

eco-tourism destinations 



The Dana Model





DANA

By 1998, after 4 years of development:

Å55 full-time jobs

Å800  beneficiaries

Å$700,000 in sales and tourism income

ÅThe running costs of the reserve covered





ά ¢ƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ 5ŀƴŀ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƛƴȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ 
off the beaten track and the Dana guest house 
is definitely the place to stay. There is no TV 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳƴǎŜǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
stunning! Sit out and watch the sun go down, 
then gather for a delicious meal freshly 
prepared by the local cook. I have never stayed 
ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅΗέ

Trip Advisor 2010


















